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YMCA CAMP WATIA 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
(updated 9/15/16) 

 

 

Rates, Dates, and Children Served 

 

What are the session dates, and how much does camp cost? 

The dates and rates can be found on the YMCA Camp Watia website, ymcacampwatia.org 

 

What if my camper is staying for consecutive weeks? 

Campers who stay for consecutive weeks will enjoy a day that includes fun activities, some 

extra rest, and laundry! There is an $25 fee for each consecutive camp week. 

 

Do you offer a YMCA member rate? 

YMCA Camp Watia was developed with affordability in mind to ensure that overnight 

summer camp could be a reality for all youth in Western North Carolina, therefore we do 

not offer a member discount. We do offer financial aid, based on eligibility. Please contact 

the Y Business Center at 828 251 5910 for more information.   

 

What ages are accepted? 

We serve campers ages 7–15, and counselors-in-training (CITs) ages 16–17. 

 

Is YMCA Camp Watia co-ed? 

Yes, we serve both boys and girls, ages 7–17. Campers sleep in cabins with other campers 

of the same gender and similar age. 

 

Deposit, Payment, and Other Financial Information 

 

How much is the deposit? 

The deposit is $100 per week, and is applied to your total payment. Your camper’s session 

is not reserved until the deposit is received. 

 

Is my deposit refundable? 

No. Deposits are non-refundable, but may be transferred to another YMCA Camp Watia 

session within the same calendar year.  

 

Does the deposit go toward the cost of camp? 

Yes. It is a deposit, not an additional registration fee . 
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Are camp payments refundable? 

There are no refunds of any camp payments due to late arrivals, homesickness, or a child’s 

removal for disciplinary reasons.  

 

When is the final payment due? 

The final payment is due two weeks prior to the first day of the camp session. 

 

Do you accept credit cards? 

Yes, we accept all major credit cards, cash, and checks. Call the Y Business Center at 828 

251 5910 for more information. Please note there is a $25 charge for all checks returned 

to YMCA Camp Watia.  

 

Do campers need extra money? 

No. A snack will be available every evening, with a variety of choices, at no additional 

charge. 

 

The camp store will be open during Sunday check-in and Friday check-out. Store items 

include T-shirts, hats, water bottles, sweatshirts, etc. No food items are available in the 

camp store. Feel free to come by and put together a care package for your camper; we are 

happy to deliver them daily.  

 

Cabin and Bunk Information 

 

Do the counselors sleep in the cabins with the campers? 

Yes, campers are supervised by our camp staff throughout the day and night. Each cabin 

sleeps up to 12 campers and 2 counselors. 

 

Are there bathrooms inside the cabins? 

A toilet and sink are located in each cabin. Additional toilets and sinks, in addition to 

showers with private changing stalls, are located in gender-specific shower houses inside 

each cabin village.  

 

Can my child be assigned the same cabin as his/her friend? 

Yes, campers can be in a cabin with a friend as long as they are the same gender and in the 

same age group. You can request up to three cabinmates on the registration form. We will 

try our best to accommodate cabin assignment requests, but cannot guarantee them.   

 

How does my child select a bunk? 

When campers arrive on Sunday and go to their cabins, they can select a bunk. Cabin 

counselors reserve the right to change bunk assignments as needed. 

 

Information About Counselors and Other Camp Staff 

 

Are your counselors background-checked? 

Yes. All YMCA employees must pass criminal and sexual offender background checks. 
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What is the counselor to camper ratio? 

The counselor to camper ratio is 1:6. 

 

Is there a nurse on the grounds? 

Yes. We have a camp nurse on-site to administer medication and provide first aid. In 

addition, all YMCA Camp Watia staff are certified in CPR and first aid. An AED, oxygen 

inhaler, and EpiPen® are kept on hand for emergencies.  

 

Location, Check-In, and Check-Out 

 

Where is YMCA Camp Watia located, and how do I get there? 

YMCA Camp Watia is located at 5030 Watia Road, Bryson City, NC 27813. 

 

Driving Directions 

 Follow I-40 West to the Waynesville exit 

 Take 19/23 West past Bryson City 

 Bear right onto 28 North, and stay on it for approximately 1 mile (if you arrive at 

the Nantahala Outdoor Center, you have gone too far)  

 Cross over the Fontana Lake Bridge 

 Make your first left on to Watia Road 

 Follow Watia Road until it turns to gravel. At this point you are 2 miles from the 

Welcome Depot, which will be on your right. 

 

Please use caution while on Watia Road. It contains soft shoulders and many sharp turns. 

 

What are the check-in dates and times? 

Camp sessions start on Sundays. Camper check-in is 2–3:30pm. 

 

What are the check-out dates and times? 

Each camp session ends on Friday. Check-out begins at 7pm immediately following our 

Family Closing Ceremony (please see below for more information). For the safety of your 

child, picture identification is required to check out campers. 

 

What is the Family Closing Ceremony? 

Camper families are invited to join the YMCA Camp Watia community in celebrating a great 

camp session. Campers and staff will share highlights of the week and cabins will share 

songs, skits, and special talents. This is a great opportunity for campers to shine and for 

parents to see the YMCA Camp Watia experience in action. Families should arrive by 

5:45pm and check in at the Glass Lodge. The closing ceremony will start at 6pm. 

 

Can someone other than a parent or guardian pick up a camper at check-out? 

Yes. If someone other than a parent or guardian will be picking up a camper, the parent or 

guardian must have completed and signed the Parent Authorization Form. The person 

designated on this form must present a valid driver’s license or photo ID to be approved to 

check out the camper. 
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Forms and Checklists 

 

Does my child need proof of a physical exam even if he/she is in good health? 

Proof of a physical exam is recommended, but not required. You must document the date of 

the physical on the Medical Form during registration. 

 

Can I bring my health form with me at check-in? 

No. Please use your Camp Brain registration to submit your camper’s health form 

 

Where can I find a packing list? 

The packing list can be found at the end of this document and at ymcacampwatia.org and at 

the end of this document. Please remember to mark EVERYTHING with your child’s name. 

We suggest that you send older clothes and shoes, as campers will be spending a lot of 

time outdoors. 

 

Camp Life 

 

What activities are available for my camper? 

Campers can choose from a variety of activities ranging from archery, hiking, drama, 

canoeing, kayaking, paddle boarding, arts and crafts, group games, and more. In the 

evenings, campers will gather around the campfire for songs, skits, and s’mores 

 

My child is a vegetarian. Will there be appropriate meal options? 

Yes, there is a full salad bar and non-meat options at meals. 

 

My child has food allergies. Can YMCA Camp Watia accommodate his/her dietary 

restrictions? 

Yes. We can accommodate gluten-free, vegan, and dairy-free campers. Please contact Ryan 

Hove, executive director, at rhove@ymcawnc.org for more information. 

 

What about other allergies? 

Please note any non-food allergies on your camper’s health form. 

 

How are medications handled? 

All medications in their original containers (prescription and over-the-counter) must be 

turned in to the Health Officer during check-in. Prescription and over-the-counter 

medication will be administered as directed on the bottle and must be clearly marked with 

the child’s first and last name. All prescribed medications must have the name of the 

medication and the name of the prescribing physician on the bottle. Parents/guardians will 

be asked during the check-in process when the last dose was given. This will help us ensure 

medication is administered in a timely manner. 

 

What if my child has been having personal or emotional difficulties? 

Please keep us informed of any changes in your child’s life that could affect his/her stay at 

camp (illness in the family, divorce/separation, etc.). While we respect every family’s privacy, 

accurate information will allow us to be more sensitive to campers’ needs and ensure they 

have a good time at camp. 

mailto:rhove@ymcawnc.org


Page 5 of 5 

 

YMCA CAMP WATIA  

YMCA OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA   

 

What happens if there is severe weather? 

Our shelter-in-place location is the dining hall. All staff are trained in a full emergency 

response plan prior to camp. 

 

How is lost and found handled? 

While our staff will make every effort to help your child keep track of his/her belongings, 

YMCA Camp Watia is not responsible for your camper’s personal possessions. All items left 

at camp will be kept at the camp office until the end of the camping season. Any items not 

claimed will be donated to a charitable organization. 

 

What is camp policy regarding personal electronics? 

Summer camp promotes group unity, cooperation, and teamwork. In an effort to help 

achieve this, campers should not bring cell phones, radios, or any other valuables. Campers 

in possession of electronics will be asked to turn them over to the camp administration for 

safekeeping. YMCA Camp Watia is not responsible for any damaged or lost items. 

 

How can I communicate with my child during his/her stay at camp? 

You can send emails and regular mail. Campers will not have access to phones or 

computers, but can receive copies of emails from home. To email your camper, write to 

watiacampers@ymcawnc.org with your camper’s name in the subject line. If you have any 

questions or concerns, call 828 209 9601 and our camp office will assist you or connect 

you with the camp director. 

 

May I send my camper a care package? 

Yes, you may. Camper safety is our top priority, however, so we ask that families not send 

any food products to eliminate the risk of food allergens. Additionally, YMCA Camp Watia 

has partnered with Happy Gifts and More (www.happygiftsandmore.com), a local company, 

for care package delivery directly to camp. All Happy Gifts care packages are food-free and 

safe for all of our campers. 

 

Who is the contact for a question not answered in this document? 

You can email your questions to Ryan Hove, executive director of YMCA Camp Watia, at 

ymcacampwatia@ymcawnc.org. 


